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Thadious M. Davis is Geraldine R. 
Segal Professor of American Social 
Thought and Professor of English 
at the University of Pennsylvania. 
She received her Ph.D. from Boston 
University and has held tenured 
positions at UNC-Chapel Hill, 
Brown University, and Vanderbilt 
University.  She is the author of several 
books on major figures in twentieth-
century American literature, 
including Games of Property: Law, 
Race, Gender, and Faulkner’s Go 
Down Moses (Duke, 2003), Nella 
Larsen, Novelist of the Harlem 
Renaissance (LSU, 1994), and 
Faulkner’s “Negro”: Art and the 
Southern Context (LSU, 1983).  Her 
work and writing has been supported 
by major fellowships and grants, 
such as those from the Rockefeller 
Foundation and Ford Foundations 
and her scholarship has been 
recognized with major awards.  She 
has also served on the editorial boards 
of numerous journals and in elected 
positions for national professional 
organizations including the American 
Studies Association and the Modern 
Languages Association.
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